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TO  THE  nmm,  \m  mmm  m  mmm 

or    THE 


GENTLEMEN— 

o.  .         ,  '>  'he  undersigned,  lately 

Mation  Agent  at  Gananoque,  respestfully 
reouest  that  an  investigation  into  the  cause 
ol  the  collision  buween  No.  1  Through  Train 

the  17ih  November,  J806,  may  be  made  in 
order  that  justice  may  be  done,  hauii"  had 
no  opportunity  of  defending  mvself  in  lespect 
to  the  charge  made  against  me  by  S.  Keefer, 
JLsq.,  the  Superintendent. 

In  support  of  the  prayer  of  this  Memorial, 
the  following  facts  are  submitted :— 

Oti  Monday,  November  Hth,  I  received 
the  following  telegraphic  messaae  from  S 
Keefer,  Esq.,  Resident  Engineer  and  S.iper- 
mtendent  G.  T.  R.,  Montreal  and  Uelleiille 
oection  : 

"Numbers  one  ard  two  (trains)  will  cross 
atUananoque;  arrange  accordingly.    Reply." 

I  immediateJy  replied  to  Mr.  Keefer: 

"We  have  three  gravel  trains  on  sidincr; 
Tlowr  """'*  '  instructed  to  approach 

To  this  Mr.  Keefer  replied  : 

"  Put  out  red  flags.  Stop  trains  before 
reaching  station,  and  inforw  ihem  about  bal- 
last trains. " 

Upm  receiving  the  last  messase,  I  sent 
outtwomen  -.vith  red  llags-one  man  East, 
to  slop  No.  1  train,  and  one  man  West  of 
station,  tc  stop  No.  2  train.  I  instructeil  both 
men  to  stop  the  trains  and  inform  them  ol  the 
position  of  the  gravel  trains.  No.  I  train  was 
approaching  f-n.m  the  Kast.    The  man  with  « 

nnl^?,r^"' "''[.'""''«  ^'''''"f'eelation.but 
only  3oO  yards  East  of  wheie  the  lino  was 
obstruced  with  gravel  tiains;  ,!,«  „,a„ 
should  have  gone  fiOO  yaids.  J luwevr,  from 
the  position  in  which  the  man  si„o,l,  ihefla-' 
could    be  seen  850  yards  from   ihe  end  o° 

fheFi^rTh^^,''"*'  •'"'"  ^-I'Proachmg  from 
he  taf.t.  The  tram  approached,  but  no  no- 
tice seemed  10  be  taken  of  the  red  flag,  and  a 
collision  took  place.  Upon  enquiring  arengine 
driver,  why  he  did  not  a/,proach  slower! 
knowing  the  poMlion  of  the  gravel  trams  a 
the  slalion,  as  telegraphed  hy  me  to  Mr 
Keefer,  he  informed  me  that  he  iuiew  noth- 
ing of  gravel  trains,  Mr  k'eefer  not  havin^ 
mentioned  the  fact  to  liim.  Mr  Keefer  was 
on  board  the  train  whioh  caused  the  colli- 
sion, and  knew  the  position  of  gravel  trains 
at  (.ananoque;  yet  he  did  not  inform  tlie  ' 
engine  driver  of  the  circumstance.  Had 
he  engine  driver  been  aware  of  Uie  nosi- 
lion   ofgravel   trains,    tl.e    collision    would 

10  stop  the  ram.  Even  had  il,e  red  flag  been 
faOO  vards  from  the  end  of  gravel  trai7i,  the 
result  must  have  been  the  same,  .o  long  as 

lie  engine  driver  was  jgncrant  of  the  position 
ol  the  gravel  trains.     I,  was  apparen   to  im 
part.a   witnesses,  that  the  engi  ,1  .friver  to  k 
.10  notice  of  the  red  Hag.     Tlfe  fla..;  was  di"- 

"gnishable  at  850  yards  from  the  end  ol  the 
gravel  trains,  the  man  with  the  flag  standin- 
at  a  distance  of  35(1  yards,  cMnbiting  the  red 


flag,   but  still  111,. 


concussion   was  so  great 


that  It  knocked  one  engine  and  lender  ofT  the 

o;oadr:h:r'' 

In  consequence  of  the  collision  1  have  been 
discharged,   without   nii    oppoitnnity   being 


afforded  me  of  defending  myself,  Mr  Keefer 
liavinsr  lusirncted  me  not  to  report  the  ci^ 
cumstance,  and  that  he  would  report  it  him- 
self! applied  to  S.  P.  Bidder,  Esq.,  Gen- 
eral Manager,  and  to  S.  Keefor/Esq.,  Siiper- 
intemleiit  u,  know  why  I  wa.  dilolia  S 
and  our  days  after  my  dismissal  [  Sved 
a  letter  from  Mr.  .eefer,  of  which  the  Ll- 
lowing  13  a  copy  : — 

"In  your  letter  of  27ih  ultimo,  yon  desire 
10  be  in  ormed  upon  what  charge  you  are 
■TZi'T  ''-Company's  sefvic^rstat! 
■ng  Mr  Bailey  had  informed  you  that  vou 
were  not  con^'dered  free  from  blame  for  the 
Staiim/  "^      ''  """""^^    '«'=''""y    »'    V"^r 

"  Vou  have  a  right  to  know,  if  you  have 
not  already  been  informed  of  the C  tha^ 
your  rerr  oval  from  that  St.tlon  was  cm'  iier- 
ed  necessary  in  consequence  of  your  mis- 
management which  caused  the  collision 
between  No.  1  Through  Train  audi  he  Ballast 
Train  at  your  6tation.  on  Monday,  the  17lh 
of  November  last.  Yon  were  ordered  to  stop 
approaching  trains,  arranged  tn  cross  there  oi 

he  Rail;  Tt  '    "T  "^'l"  °'  "'"   P"'*"""  «f 
the  Ballast  Trams,  but  which  you  failed  to  do, 

from  not  sending  out  the  red  flag  to  the  pro- 
per distance  required  by  regulations  when  a 
train  IS  to  be  stopped.  Of  this  tact  I  was 
myself  an  involuntary  witness,  being  on  the 
up-train  and  seeing  the  position  of  the  red 

In  the  above  I  am  charged  with  misman- 
agerae,,,  but  the  charge  it  .so  vague  that  it 
s  dithcult  for  me  to  answer  it.  1  will  the  re- 
ore  trouble  youi  Honorable  Body  with  a  few 
acts  and  .lednclions  in  my  own  defence,  as 
Idoleel,  unle-s  I  can  defend  myself  from 

w  II  be  regarded  as  a  person   who  cannot  be 
trusted  with  jmpoiiant  duties. 

!  am  charged  with  mismanagement,  but  how 
IMr  Keefer  brjugs  such  a  charge  against  me 
IS  more  than  1  can  understand.'  I  ."ook  eve^y 
precaution  to  prevent  the  collision.  I  lele- 
grapled  to  iMr  Keefer.  but  that  gentle- 
man took  no  notice  of  my  tel«.rra,,h  1 
.sent  out  men  with  red  flags,  and  allhough'the 
man  di.l  not  go  the  distance  required  by  re- 
gulations, yet  I  could  do  no  more  than  I  did, 
■si    implicitly  obeyed  orders.     The  Kn-ine 

f  om  VrrV^"-'  *,  r'  ^"«  '^">'«^'''^  ^i^"-'"' 

iTiL  M  '  ';'i''  ''^  "'"'  '"'"  "'"  '-"'y  Train 
hat  the  Hag  is  there  to  caution  him  against ; 
he   knocks  one    Enpi„H   to  „ne  side  ofl  the 

but  s'till"  l'"'""-  "'"  ^r  '"'  '"P  °'  each  other! 
but  still  there  IS  nothing  said  to  him.  The 
nun  with  the  ked  Flag  only  goes  350  ya  ds! 
and  fails  to  stop  the  train,  contrary  to  my 
ins  ructions  to  him.  Mr  Keefer  receive,ra 
elegraph  Message  Ir.im  me  warning  him  of 

and  ';;:  ,""J  "^  '''■''^"'  ■''™'"'  ^'  «ananol^,e 
and  he  lakes  no  notice  of  it ;  still  1  am 
charged  will,  mismanagement  and  [  am 
jlischarged,  yet  I  am  ihe'only  o^e  who  pe™ 

IZuclion!     ^'^  "'''"'■''"•=  ^"'^  '°  '"'«  »^''' 

Hoping  that  your  Honorable    Board    wilJ 
grant  the  prayer  of  this  Memorial, 
I  remain,  (ientlemen, 

Vuur  most  humble  servant, 

,,      ,    ,„  !•  W.  BROWN. 

Urockvillo,  Dec.  11,  185ti. 


